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calendarof events
OCTOBER

LWCA 
General Meeting

Tuesday 

October 23, 2012 –  7:30 pm 

Arbor Oaks Meeting Room

See Page 5 for the location and agenda.

Please bring non-perishable canned 

food for the cARES food pantry.

10/20 Fall plant exchange – 10 a.m.-Noon 
the rear of 6313 Weidner Ave. Questions? 
contact Janet Abramovitz /Tim Pelton at 
410-433-2703 or janethome1@yahoo.com

10/27 Mayor’s Fall Cleanup –  
10 a.m.- Noon. Please bring your work 
gloves and meet at the “park” (intersection 
of Walker Ave./york Rd.) Stay tuned to the 
website forum for additional info. 

11/7 York Road Partnership Meeting – 
7:15 p.m. @ St. Mary’s church Hall, 
5502 york Road, parking and entrance in the 
rear of the church. Recurring mtg on first 
Wed. of every month.

11/21 Northern Police District Meeting – 
7 p.m. @ the Northern District Police Head-
quarters, 2201 W. cold Spring Lane (just 
west of I-83 on your left). If anyone has any 
questions, they can call Officer Doug gibson 
@ 410 367-8491. Recurring mtg on third 
Wed. of every OTHER month.

CHECK in at lakewalker.org for 

the 2013 SCHEDULE! Our first 
General Meeting will be in January and the 
annual Winter Fiesta in February! 

November

• • •
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community association
fall 2012 newsletter  

Lake Walker is on facebook! 
Search for “Lake Walker” and 
be our friend!

A rain delay wasn’t enough to dampen the Lake Walker spirit that reigned over 
the 20th annual Lake Walker block party on Sun., Sept. 9. Kids of all ages 
enjoyed getting close-up to a fire truck and taking thought-provoking pedicab 
rides from MICA student, Michelle Nugent (check out her “in-progress” 

website for more: thepedicabproject.tumblr.com ). We’re grateful that both the fire 
company and Michelle were able to accommodate the last-minute delay.

hERE’S A BREAKDOWN Of ThE PARtY:  
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20 annual block parties have 
benefited from the oversight of 

Jim and Deb Pickett; this was Jim’s final 
year as Captain Extraordinaire: 
THANK YOU JIM & DEB! 

16 residents participated on the 
block party committee 

90 households paid dues and 
picked a new Lake Walker 

directory (see the back page if you’d 
like to pay dues/get a new directory)

40 + vendors made raffle 
donations, including 10 from 

Lake Walker (full list on page 2)

$1,000 + Raffle 
proceeds

2 grill cooks grilled more than 200 
burgers and dogs—one’s been on 

grill duty for all 20 years of the block 
party (Thanks, Jim Bersani and Rob 
Bowen!) 

10 + years of photos by Mike 
Boardman were displayed

10 young artists (ages 7-13) 
placed in this year’s sidewalk 

chalk art contest

3 residents and two businesses 
made donations directly to the 

block party: Deb Weinberg, Marshall 
Kinsley, Eliot Zulver (Taylor Rental) 
and Murphy’s Bar & Grill 

5 neighbors helped Cy Governs 
with the raffle 

20th ANNUAL BLOCK PARTY,  
BY THE NUMBERS
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24-7 Entertainment*
A Magination Studios

Ayd Hardware
Babylon Nails

Baltimore Yoga Village
Belvedere Veterinary Center

Brick Bodies
Broken Plate 

Pendant Company*
Café Zen/Zen West

Cards by Diana Bersani*
Ceriello Fine Foods

Crush
Egyptian Pizza
Erin Hans LMT*

Giant Food
Grand Cru

Green Fields Nursery & 
Landscaping
Greg’s Bagels

Hersh’s
Ikan Seafood & Sushi

Jerry’s Belvedere Tavern
Joye’s*

Lawrence Plumbing 
& Heating*

Murphy’s Neighborhood 
Bar & Grill

Neopol Savory Smokery
Party Plus/Taylor Rental

Pei Wei Asian Diner
Pinehurst Wine Shoppe
Raw Vegan Food Class - 

Anne Frances Martin*
Ruth Sachs 

One of a Kind Ceramics
Ryan’s Daughter

Sachs Designs Jewelry*
Sass Salon

Sherwood Auto Services
Starbucks Coffee
The Home Coach*

Toss - a gourmet pizzeria
Uncle Wiggly’s 

Ice Cream & Deli
Wells Discount Liquors

With Gratitude
Yoga on York

*Lake Walker Neighbors

THANK YOU 
to the following 

businesses for their 
generous contributions 

to the 2012 Lake Walker 
Block Party Raffle. 

PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM!

THANK YOU to the dozens of 
folks who make the block party run without 
a hitch:

 MECU, the Mayor’s Office and the Office of 
Promotion and the Arts for a $500 grant 

 Bethany and Bruce Ziman, for chili cookoff 
oversight and use of your yard

 Scott Knight, for sound equipment

 Scott Donnelly, for the grill

 Gayle Maxwell, for face painting

 Raffle helpers: Kathy Brohawn, Martha 
Johnston, Scott Knight, Miranda Lassiter,  
Sally Pfeiffer

 The Entertainment Playground (moonbounce 
supplier) for excellent customer service and 
accommodating the schedule change at no 
additional charge. 

 Block party committee: Janet Abramovitz, 
Kathy Brohawn, Shannen Coleman, Barb Dent, 
Elaine Dietz, Scott Dombrowski, Janice Dykacz, 
Judy Gemmill, Cy Governs, Kathryn Knight, 
Marita Manna, Martha Palmer, Deb & Jim 
Pickett, Deb Weinberg, Bruce Ziman

 Diana Bersani and Richard Messick for their 
work on the 2012 Lake Walker directory (featuring 
artwork by Marshall Kinsley) 

 Set-up and clean-up crew participants •

Parkway 
Drive 
Repaved! 
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Residents of Parkway Drive thank Councilman Bill Henry and his 
assistant, Leslie Wietscher, for finally securing funds and contracts 
to finally have Parkway Drive repaved. At least one resident has 
been fighting for this since 2001. She shares, “Aesthetic appeal and 

infrastructure are much improved! Kudos to them.” •

2nd place – 12+

3rd place – 5-11 

3rd place – 12+

1st place – 12+  

2nd place – 5-11  

1st place – 5-11 
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English Ivy  —  

      The Killer Among Us

English Ivy  —  

      The Killer Among Us

By Janet aBramovitz

One of the most 
common—and 
destructive—
invasive plants in 

our area is ENGLISh IVY! Ivy 
kills trees, provides habitat for 
mosquitoes and rats, smothers 
other plants, destroys native 
habitats, and damages structures. 
During the big storm this summer 
many of the trees that fell were 
weighted down and weakened 
by ivy. Now is the perfect time 
to remove English ivy from your 
trees and yard—before its flowers 
produce seeds that are spread  
by birds.
 English ivy has two forms. 
The most familiar is the juvenile 
stage with its glossy lobed leaves. 
Juvenile vines grow along the 
ground and climb trees, fences 
and walls. In its mature stage, as 
it establishes itself in the trees, 
English ivy’s thick vines produce 
masses of heart-shaped/oval 
leaves and small flower clusters. 
Its small blue/black fruits, 
produced in winter, are eaten and 
spread by birds. Ever wonder 
how a little ivy vine appeared in 
your lawn or under your tree? 
That’s how! 
 English ivy can damage your 
house and foundation. The vines 
provide an avenue for moisture, 
insect and rodent penetration 
and exude a sticky substance that 
breaks down mortar and rots 
siding. 

 You can find English ivy 
infestation all over Lake Walker:  
the trees along the stream at the 
East ends Hollen and Cedarcroft; 
the trees on the northwest corner 
of Hollen and Clearspring have 
thick mature vines with lots of 
flowers; the stone wall and trees 
behind Walgreens are covered 
with a mass of flowering ivy vines.   
 Vines like English ivy kills 
trees in several ways. The vines’ 
dense leaves shade the tree to 
the point of death and add so 
much weight to the canopy that 
it brings down the tree. As vines 
climb, their roots penetrate tree 
bark, allowing moisture and 
insects to decay the tree. Mature 
vines can get very thick—up to 
1’ around! As they thicken, they 
deform the growing tree. Tree 
bark can even grow around them, 
creating a rotting cavity. 

ENGLISh IVY 

REMOVAL
The first line of attack is to kill 
the vines that are in the tree. 
Using a lopper or a small pruning 
saw, carefully cut through all 
the vines on the tree at shoulder 
height. Then cut through all the 
vines at the base of the tree. Do 
not cut into the tree bark! Pull 
away as many of the pieces as 
you can without damaging the 
tree bark. You can paint/treat the 
remaining cut ends of the vines 
with a concentrated herbicide 
like Round-Up. Eventually the 

vines in the tree will die and fall 
off. This technique also works 
for killing poison ivy and other 
vines that attack trees. (Be sure 
you know how to identify poison 
ivy and wear gloves and other 
protective clothing while doing 
this work.)
 Next, pull back and remove 
the vines from a 3 to 6’ radius 
around the base of the tree so that 
the ivy won’t grow back into the 
tree. Bag the ivy and dispose of 
with your trash. You can cover 
the cleared ground area with 
cardboard and mulch to prevent 
any pieces you may have left 
behind from resprouting, or you 
can monitor the area and pull any 
regrowth. 
 Pull up mats of ivy from the 
ground, being careful to get the 
roots.
 We have had success 
eliminating ivy from large areas 
of ground using the following 
“smothering” method. Remove 
by hand as much ivy from 
the ground as you can do 
easily. Cover the remaining ivy 
completely with large overlapping 
sheets of cardboard. Then cover 
the cardboard with a thick (6”+) 
layer of mulch. Fall is a great time 
to do this because you can dump 
your raked leaves on top of the 
cardboard! After a year or two the 
mulch/leaves and the cardboard 
will break down and leave nice 
soil to plant a garden or lawn.
 With a little effort you can 
protect your trees and home 
and prevent English ivy from 
destroying the local habitat. 
 For more info on identifying 
and eliminating other invasive 
species see “Plant Invaders of 
Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas” 
available from the National Park 
Service website. http://www.
nps.gov/plants/alien/pubs/
midatlantic/index.htm •
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INSIDER TiPS:  
how A home Organizer 
Keeps herself Organized 

Whenever I meet 
people who 
learn what I do 
for a living, they 

ask me “How do you keep your 
home organized?” So I decided 
to capture my real-life tips here 
in hopes that they will help you, 
your family and your home get 
on track this fall.
 
Remove all items from 
shopping bags.
When I return home from 
shopping, I empty all bags. Then 
I sort and store items based on 
where they belong—BEFORE 
moving onto another activity. I 
apply this rule to all shopping 
trips—including groceries (and 
in my home, storing food on the 
kitchen counter, other than fruit 
in a bowl, is NOT considered an 
appropriate storage location!).
 
Store all shopping bags.
Plastic, paper or fabric market 
bags all have a neat home. Even 
dry cleaner bags. When I’ve 

accumulated too many, they get 
purged. I recycle plastic bags in 
the designated outdoor bin at 
my grocery store (yes, they will 
take them even if they are from 
another store). I put extra paper 
bags in my home recycle bin 
or use them or any extra fabric 
bags to collect items I’m purging 
around the house.

Put paper in one of two 
designated areas only.
All mail and other incoming 
papers are first deposited in my 
“inbox” on my kitchen counter 
where it is sorted into keep/
recycle. The keep pile then goes 
into my office and is dealt with 
at a later date. This system keeps 
everything organized instead of 
scattered around the house.

Finish what you start.
I make a conscious decision to 
complete whatever I am doing. 
For example, suppose I need to 
wrap a present. If I wasn’t using a 
gift bag, I would go to the drawer 

where I have wrapping paper, gift 
boxes, tissue, ribbon, tape and 
gift cards. Then I’d grab a pair of 
scissors and proceed to wrap the 
gift. Upon completion, I put back 
all the supplies—where I found 
them. Leaving any of these items 
out is the beginning of clutter 
and disorganization.
 
Have a single place for 
everything. 
Except for scissors, tape and 
an extra stapler, I only keep 
one of everything or one set 
of everything—batteries, light 
bulbs, office supplies, cleaning 
supplies, etc.—in one designated 
place. That way I can keep a 
close eye on my inventory of 
these items and only buy and 
store what I truly need. 

Plan to purge. 
I go through a particular closet, 
chest of drawers or area of my 
home about twice a year. The 
point being—I don’t try and 

tackle the entire house in one 
day or weekend. When it comes 
to purging my own stuff, I can 
be just as challenged as anyone. 
That’s why I declutter in doable 
“chunks” so that I don’t get 
overwhelmed. And, I generally 
pick an area of my home that’s 
been “getting on my nerves.” 
Then when my schedule opens 
up, I know where to go first.

Only buy new storage bins 
or organizational aids AFTER 
purging and assessing a 
storage area, not BEFORE! 
I made this rule primarily based 
on my experiences with so 
many of my clients! Many of us 
purchase storage bins, baskets, 
drawer units, etc. with little 
idea of what will be stored in 
them and where they will go.  
Do the cleanup first, see what’s 
left over and then purchase the 
organization aids—of the type, 
size and color—that you actually 
need in a particular space. •

Mary Landen ~ The Home Coach
GettinG your house in tip-top shape!

Long-time Lake-Walker resident Mary Landen is the home Coach. 
she helps busy homeowners organize, refresh, maintain and stage 
their living spaces. For more information, visit her at  
marythehomecoach.com.

LW
CA ELECTIONS

✂

The election for a new slate of LWCA officers  
will take place at the 10/23 General Meeting.  
the nominating Committee is pleased to present the following candidates: 

President: Kathy Brohawn (Gittings Ave.)
Vice President: Elaine Dietz (Cedarcroft Rd.)
Secretary:  
Treasurer: Martha Palmer (Clearspring Rd.)   
    
If you are unable to attend the meeting and wish to cast an absentee ballot, members in good 
standing may submit the ballot below to Bill Burnham, 800 Cedarcroft Rd. prior to the meeting.

•	 President:	Kathy	Brohawn	or		 _________________________________________
                                                                                  (write-in)
•	 Vice	President:	Elaine	Dietz	or	 ________________________________________
                                                                                  (write-in)
•		 Secretary:		 ________________________________________________________
                                                                                  (write-in)
•	 Treasurer:	Martha	Palmer	or	 __________________________________________
                                                                                  (write-in)

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________   

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________________
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General  
Meeting 
Agenda

Please attend the spring meeting at 7:30 
p.m. on Tues., Oct. 23, in the Arbor 
Oaks Meeting Room. The address is 813 
Lenton Ave., south of Lake Ave. Lenton is 

opposite where Highwood ends at Lake. Bear left 
on Lenton. The meeting room is at the far end of 
the apartments where there is a small parking area.

■ Block Party – success
■ Blue Water Baltimore – Storm drain messaging/art
■ Traffic calming
■ College house updates
■ LWCA elections
■ Northern District, Baltimore City police news
■ Councilman Bill Henry –  
 Updates on current Council initiatives
■ Announcements – Block Captain Seminar  •

OCTOBER 23
Did You Know? 
By Cy Governs

Bill henry’s offiCe reCently held a resourCe fair for distriCt 
residents. here are some hiGhliGhts of loCally availaBle serviCes:

Senior Network of North Baltimore: Located in the back of Govans 
Presbyterian Church, this nonprofit senior center is open weekdays and offers 
activities, information and assistance (health, financial, etc.) More info online:  
govanspres.org. 

Loyola Clinical Centers: Provides state-of-the-art treatment and facilities for 
psychology, pastoral counseling, literacy, hearing, speech and language services. 
Located in Belvedere Square (where Daedalus Books was). More info online: 
loyola.edu/clinics. 

Notre Dame Renaissance Institute: Part of Notre Dame of MD University, this 
is an active group of men and women who have reached the age of 50 and are 
interested in pursuing lifelong learning and intellectual growth. Renaissance 
Institute offers two 13-week semesters of noncredit courses designed and led by 
the members themselves. Working with a campus-based director, the members 
plan, lead and enroll in a series of courses held on Tuesdays and Thursdays every 
spring and fall semester. More info online: ndm.edu/about/lifelong-learning/
renaissance-institute.

From the Forum: cODE ENfORcEMENT
Highlights from the Lake Walker forum, accessible at www.lakewalker.org. 

REAR ADDRESS POSTING
The Baltimore city charter requires all properties with rear alleys display rear address 
signs (Art. 27 § 6-7). councilman Bill Henry’s office was informed a few months ago that 
Baltimore Housing’s code Enforcement Division is going to start enforcing this law and 
issuing violation notices to properties not in compliance. The notice must be abated  
within 10 days, after which time a $10 fine per day will be administered until the violation 
is rectified. 

BURNING TRASH
In response to a question about the legality of burning trash, Barb Dent posted excerpts 
from the Baltimore city Health code (relevant to air pollution). Boiled down: 
 Open burning of waste is prohibited. The use of outdoor grills and fireplaces to 
prepare food is permitted unless prohibited by the fire Department. 

PROBLEMS accessing or working within the forum? contact cy governs at either 
communications@lakewalker.org or 410-433-1309.   •

By Jim PiCkett

■ On Gittings, John Paquette is 
 replacing Martha Maras

■ On Walker, Meredith Ormsby is  
 replacing Joan Browne

■ On Lake, Alice Kennedy is 
 replacing Britanny Anuszkiewicz

■ On 1000 Blk. Cedarcroft, 
 Carole Pietschner 
 is first ever block captain

■ On Northwood, Bea Friia and 
 Ray Moore are replacing Jim Quigg and 
 Ginger Stutz 

MANY ThANKS to these folks for stepping up 
to fill these vacancies. And a super thank you 
to all the other Block Captains who have been 
faithfully serving year after year!

Varmint Problems?
Lake Walker is now the proud owner of an animal trap.  
This is a high-quality apparatus which you may borrow 
if you are plagued by squirrels, raccoons, possums,  
etc. Trapped animals may be released into the wild, or taken 
to the animal rescue league. It was generously donated to 
us by a small group of community-spirited neighbors.

If you would like to use it, call LWCA President,  
Kathy Brohawn 410-433-9169. •

? ??



6   Lake Walker Community Association Fall 2012 Newsletter   www.lakewalker.org 

Lucy Meyer SarriS
RealtoR®
aBR®

(410) 823-2323 oFFICe
(410) 821-0377 FaX
(443) 421-1526 Cell
lmeyersarris@cbmove.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
7402 York Rd
Baltimore, MD 21204

Owned And Operated 
By NRT LLc.

Have YOU paid your 
cOMMUNITy ASSOcIATION DUES? 

Please send payments to Lake Walker community Assn, PO Box 11391,  
Baltimore, MD 21239-1391 or drop off to kelly gilmartin at 817 cedarcroft. 
Please make sure checks are made out to LWCA. $10 per household,  
$5 for seniors.

Name: ____________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone:  _________________________________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________

LWCA dues cover the cost of printing this newsletter four times 
each year, which is written, designed and distributed by volunteers. 
Dues cover the maintenance costs associated with the lakewalker.
org website. Dues also help cover the costs associated with the 
Annual Block Party (only if raffle revenues do not exceed cost), the 
Winter Fiesta, administrative costs associated with other events 
(e.g., signage for the community yard sale) and organizational 
donations as voted upon by LWCA members. 




















Lake Walker
Community Association
PO Box 11391
Baltimore, MD 21239-1391

OFFICERS
President –  Kathy Brohawn
410-433-9169
president@lakewalker.org

Block Party Chair – Jim Pickett 
blockparty@lakewalker.org

Communications Committee Chair –  
Cy Governs 
communications@lakewalker.org

Citizens on Patrol Chair –  
Brian Dietz 
cOP@lakewalker.org

Newsletter Submissions – 
newsletter@lakewalker.org

Newsletter Design – Darby Lassiter 
darby.lassiter@verizon.net

   alker

WalkerLake
   alker Vice President – Elaine Dietz

410-435-4113
vicepresident@lakewalker.org 

Treasurer – Kelly Gilmartin
410-693-9279
treasurer@lakewalker.org

Secretary – Rachel Smitheman
secretary@lakewalker.org

COMMITTEES
Block Captain Chair – Jim Pickett 
410-433-5257 
blockcaptain@lakewalker.org


