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Just some of the many volunteers that pitched in to pick up trash from Walker
Avenue area. An even larger group removed debris and trash from the Northwood
Drive area. THANK YOU to everyone that participated!

Spring Work Party – Best Ever!

A

record 33 volunteers reported
for duty at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
April 26th, a perfect day for
our ambitious cleanup. For
the first time ever, it was a two-pronged
project. One group met at our community
garden and cleared trash and debris from
the areas on both sides of Walker Ave.
at York Rd. That took about an hour, and
many of those workers then came down
to the 6100 block of Northwood Drive,
just off of Lake Ave., to join the other crew
of workers there in the Herculean task of
clearing overgrowth, bagging trash, and
disposing of organic debris. The Walker
at York group gleaned 5 large bags of
trash, and the Northwood crew filled an
enormous City dump truck and left 13
additional bags and two old tires, all of

BLOCK
PARTY
September 6th

www.lakewalker.org

which were picked up later by the City.
A heartfelt thank you, on behalf
of the entire Lake Walker community,
goes out to the many volunteers who
pitched in.

Another Work Party - June 21st
Several trees have fallen across our
stream, Walker Run, and are collecting
debris and impeding the flow of water.
The job of clearing these trees and
branches should take about an hour.
The date: Saturday, June 21st, the same
day as the spring solstice and Dumpster
Day! Meet at the foot of Hollen Rd. at 10
AM. In addition to work gloves, a battery
op. chain saw, pruning saw, and loppers
would be helpful.
Info: call Jim Pickett 410-433-5257. •

SAVE THE DATE! The response to our appeal for volunteers
in the last newsletter was underwhelming, to say the least.
C’mon…get on the committee! Our first meeting will take place
on Wednesday, June 18th at 7:30 PM.
Call Deb or Jim Pickett now: 410-433-5257.

6/4 York Road Partnership Meeting –
7:15 p.m. @ St. Mary’s Church Hall,
5502 York Road, parking and entrance in
the rear of the church. Recurring mtg on first
Wed. of every month: 7/2, 9/3, 11/5
6/14 Community Yard Sale – ALL DAY
(Rain date: June 15) Having a yard sale is a
great chance to visit with your neighbors and
make a little money, too (and clean out that
overstuffed attic or basement). Please
contact Bruce Ziman (LWCA vice
president) at vicepresident@lakewalker.
org if you plan to participate.
6/21 Dumpster Day – on the corner of
Clearspring and Hollen. (also on 8/16)
6/21 Work Party on Hollen Rd.
(See this page for details.)

JULY
7/16 Northern Police District Meeting –
7 p.m. @ the Northern District Police Headquarters, 2201 W. Cold Spring Lane (just
west of I-83 on your left). If anyone has any
questions, they can call Officer Doug Gibson
@ 410 367-8491. Recurring mtg on third
Wed. of every OTHER month, 9/17, 11/19
Check in at lakewalker.org
for the full 2014 schedule!

Lake Walker is on Facebook!
Search for “Lake Walker” and
be our friend!
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Plant Exchange
By Deb Pickett

T

he Spring Plant Exchange, an annual event held for 16 years, took
place on May 4th from 10 a.m. to noon. Thankfully, the weather
cooperated as about 40 neighbors gathered in the Picketts’ backyard
to chat about gardening and share plants. The usual coffee and baked
goods filled a table on the patio for those who come to visit with one another,
while the die-hard gardeners were swapping plants and discussing where to put
the new flowers they had acquired.
At the end of the two hours, any
leftover plants were placed on the
outside of the Picketts’ fence and
by Tuesday, all had found homes.
If you missed this Plant Exchange,
there will be another one next
spring. •

LWCA General

Meeting
Please attend the next meeting at 7:30
p.m. on Wednesday, June 11 in the
Arbor Oaks Meeting Room. The address
is 813 Lenton Ave., south of Lake Ave.
Lenton is opposite where Highwood ends
at Lake. Bear left on Lenton. The meeting
room is at the far end of the apartments
where there is a small parking area.

Agenda
■ Committee Reports
■ Communication – (Cy Governs)

Captain Ice Cream

H

■ Citizens on Patrol

ave you ever had a question to ask or an issue arise about
something of concern in your immediate area of the Lake
Walker Community and you don’t know who to contact?
How can I get involved in the yard sale or other activities
within the neighborhood? Unfamiliar vehicles parked outside your
house? The Lake Walker Community has one of the largest number of
Block Captains per residences in the city. Their volunteerism within the community
is not solely to distribute the newsletter several times a year; rather they are a
valuable resource within your immediate area of the community and can provide an
timely voice for you in lieu of waiting for the next General Meeting of the LWCA.
The community association is planning to have ‘meet & greet’ events
throughout the summer to bring together the block captains and residents within
your area of the community. What better way to beat the heat of summer and get
to know your captains than a refreshing cup of ice cream with a cherry on top (or
maybe some chocolate and nuts)! Look for flyers in your mailboxes for dates and
‘scoop’ out some time to come together and meet your block captain. •

Have you paid your
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION DUES?

■ Housing – (Meg Zimmerman)
■ Block Captain – (Jim Pickett)
■ Education –

(Shannen Coleman Siciliano)
■ New Neighborhood Police Initiative

Summary (Val Sirani, Susan Paltry,
Doug Gibson)
■ College Students – Incident Reporting,

College Student Line (Spencer
C. Bennett, M.Ed. Assistant Director,
Student Conduct & Civility Education
at Towson University & Joyce Herold,
Coordinator for Off-Campus Student
Services)
■ Community Picnic Planning •

Name:_____________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

LWCA dues cover the cost of printing this newsletter four
times each year, which is written, designed and distributed by
volunteers. Dues cover the maintenance costs associated with

Phone: __________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________

the lakewalker.org website. Dues also help cover the costs
associated with the Annual Block Party (only if raffle revenues
do not exceed cost), administrative costs associated with
other events (e.g., signage for the community yard sale) and
organizational donations as voted upon by LWCA members.
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Please send payments to Lake Walker Community Assn, PO Box 11391,
Baltimore, MD 21239-1391 or drop off to Martha Palmer, 6402 Clearspring
Road. Please make sure checks are made out to LWCA. $10 per household,
$5 for seniors.

www.lakewalker.org

> If you click on FAQ on the menu, there is a list of questions
that you may have—the answers are just a click away!

Digital
Updates
By Cy Governs

The officers of the Lake Walker Community Association have
committed to using the forum to share updates with, and
respond to concerns from, community members.

Lake Walker on Twitter

Lake Walker on Next Door

LWCA president Valerie Sirani recently announced that Lake
Walker is now on Twitter. Twitter Name: Lake Walker LWCA.

Many residents have signed up for a new social network
called Next Door. Next Door is a private social network for
neighborhoods, which requires address verification and use
of your real name. While there is a Lake Walker group on Next
Door, please be aware this is unofficial. What does that mean?
That means that the LWCA Board has not committed to sharing
information on this social network. (This is also true for Lake
Walker on Facebook.)

Updates to Lake Walker Forums
The Lake Walker Forum (available to residents at lakewalker.
org/forum) includes the addition of three new forum
topic areas: education, gardening and housing. Signing up
for forum access is similar to registering for any website that
requires you to set up a user name and password. If you have
questions, please email communications@lakewalker.org.
Once you have access, you can subscribe to forum topics
and/or a digest to get news delivered directly to your email. If
you’re signed up but unsure of how to use the forums, there are
a few places you can go for help:
> The topic “Forum subscription” on the LWCA News from
the Board forum gives instructions on subscribing.
> The topic “How do I use this forum thing anyway?!”
under the Help Desk forum explains some basics.

Summer Sounds
Begins at Belvedere
For what has become a rite of spring and
summer, most Friday nights from May to
September, residents carry lawn chairs and picnic
blankets down Lenton Avenue through Evesham
Park and along York Road to see family-friendly
bands perform at the Belvedere Market. Vendors
at the Square sell food and alcohol, and there
is always plenty of dancing. The season began
on May 16 with the Cajun/Zydeco band the
Crawdaddies. Here is a lineup for the rest of
the season:

www.lakewalker.org

These networks offer alternatives for residents who would like
to communicate with neighbors, which is always a good thing.
However, if you choose to use them, you should NOT expect that
the LWCA Board will see your posts or make any of their own.
Given that Board members are all volunteers, it’s important that
they be judicious in their use of resources. This policy ensures that
they can spend more of their limited time on activities benefitting
our community. In addition, all residents are encouraged to
investigate any social network’s privacy and information
collection/sharing practices before using them. •

Date (Friday)

Band

Style

May 23

Rob Byer Band

Country/Popular

May 30

Mister Wilson Band

Classic Rock

June 6

Nelly’s Echo

Popular

June 13

Mambo Combo

Salsa

June 20

The Apple Scruffs

Beatles Tribute

June 27

All Mighty Senators

Soul/Funk

July 4

HOLIDAY - NO BAND

July 11

Swinging Swamis

Swing

July 18

TumbleHome

American Roots

July 25

Junkyard Saints

Zydeco

August 1

The Remainders

Popular

August 8

Sons of Pirates

Beach Party Music

August 15

Mambo Combo

Salsa

August 22

The Kelly Bell Band

Reggae

August 29

The New Romance

80s Tribute
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O

n behalf of the entire
Lake Walker Community
Association, special
acknowledgement is
extended to the Department of Public
Works street cleaning crew. In late April,
they were contacted to collect numerous
piles of leaves and debris that had been
raked alongside Cedarcroft Road and
Parkway Drive.

have some exciting news to share about a neighbor or yourself?
{ DoEmailyounewsletter@lakewalker.org

Ms. Valentina Ukwuoma , who heads
the division, promptly dispatched a cleanup crew to the site and all of the trash
was removed in short order. Clean up
would have been hampered by heavy rain
if the DPW had postponed this job.
In several prior instances, The
DPW has been equally responsive,
professional, and efficient. While some
may argue that they were simply doing

their job, it is important to note the
timeliness of their response and the high
quality of their performance, as the street
was swept clean!!
Special thanks to Ms. Ukwuoma
and her DPW crew for their assistance
in maintaining the aesthetic appeal of
Lake Walker. •

Lake Walker Community Association

Block Captain Responsibilities

L

WCA offered a
Block Captain
training conducted
by The Greater
Homewood Corporation
over the winter to give voice
to all Block Captains. This
training took place over a
two day period allowing for
input, suggestions, as well
as direct communication to
the LWCA Board. As a result,
New Neighbor Welcome
packets have been compiled
and will be distributed at the
upcoming General Meeting.
Also as a result of the training
was the need to clarify what
the expectations are here
in Lake Walker of our Block
Captains.
	Not only due to the Block
Captain Training but also due
to a NEW city-wide crimefighting initiative from the
Community Public Relations
Department, it is time to
propose a specific outline
of expectations. This BCPD

initiative was introduced
this month at a community
meeting, which highlights the
need of the Block Captains to
be that communication link to
the LWCA Board of Directors
to make our community safer.
We will discuss further at the
General Meeting.
The primary responsibilities
of the Block Captains are to
represent the interests and
concerns of the residents on
their block of the Lake Walker
neighborhood, and to be that
communication link to the
Board of LWCA.
Block Captain
responsibilities
include:
■ Welcoming Residents:
Block Captains should be
aware of when new residents
move into their block and
welcome them with useful
resources and helpful
information.
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■ Communication:
Block Captains are
the conduit between
their block and the
larger community. This
communication involves
handing out newsletters,
directories, and other
neighborhood flyers on your
block and also relaying block
concerns back to the LWCA
Board of Directors.
■ Setting Block Expectations:

Block Captains should be the
model for neighborly behavior
on their block, including
cleanliness, safety, etc.
■ Being the Eyes and
Ears for Your Block: Block
Captains should be aware of
activities and assets occurring
on their block, celebrating

block accomplishments, and
monitoring concerns.
■ Support the Community
Association: Block Captains
have an important role to play
in ensuring the success of
the Lake Walker Community
Association. Where possible,
Block Captains should make
an effort to participate in
other community association
programming, such as general
meetings and social events.

If you don’t know who your
Block Captain is, please
contact Jim Pickett, Block
Captain Chairperson, at
410-433-5257 or contact
Valerie Sirani 914-552-8055
or email president@
lakewalker.org. •

www.lakewalker.org

F

or the last few
summers,
Baltimore
has seen some
extremely high temperatures
and unusual weather
events, such as the
derecho of June,
2012, which left some
residents in the dark for more
than a week. Be prepared
for power outages and heat
emergencies beginning in
June and lasting through
mid-October.
• Be sure to check
on elderly and disabled
neighbors and make sure
they have access to water
and are able to operate their
air conditioning or fans.
• In extreme heat, ice
may be made available to
residents, first priority for
those who need to cool
insulin or some antibiotics. Ice
trucks are parked locally, one
bag per resident.
•	Refrigerated food should
be safe as long as the
refrigerator temperature has

Hot,

Hot,
Hot!
not risen above 40 degrees for
more than two hours. If you
cannot determine the precise
temperature, but it feels like
it is near room temperature,
throw out all meat and dairy
products.
•	Residents who are
concerned about a neighbor
can call 311. Call 911 if you are
having a heat related medical
emergency.
• City residents who want
information on the closest
cooling center can call 311,
the city service line. Any city
resident experiencing the
signs of heat exhaustion or
heat stroke should call 911.

alker
alker

• Before any announced storms,

make the following preparations:
➤ Gather an “outage kit,”

➤ Fill a cooler with ice,

including a flashlight, extra
batteries, battery-powered
or hand-crank radio,
and copies of personal
documents (medication list,
birth certificates, insurance
policy info), as well as family
and emergency contact
information.

especially if you have
medication that needs
refrigeration.

➤ Charge all necessary

electronics in advance of the
storm.
➤	Remember that if the
power goes out, so will your
wi-fi and cordless devices, so
you may need a cell phone
or a non-cordless telephone
that plugs into the telephone
jack but does not require
electricity.
➤ Have a supply of drinking

water on hand in case of
interruption of water service.
One gallon per person per
day is recommended.

Lake Walker
Community Association
PO Box 11391
Baltimore, MD 21239-1391

Secretary – Deb Weinberg
secretary@lakewalker.org
Treasurer – Martha Palmer
treasurer@lakewalker.org

Officers
President – Valerie Sirani
president@lakewalker.org, 914-552-8055
Vice President – Bruce Ziman
vicepresident@lakewalker.org,
410-302-3336

Committees
Block Captain Chair – Jim Pickett
blockcaptain@lakewalker.org
Block Party Chair – Jim Pickett
blockparty@lakewalker.org

Lake Walker

www.lakewalker.org

➤ If the storm is particularly

threatening, pack a suitcase
that contains what you need
in case of evacuation. Make
sure your car has enough gas
or you have an evacuation
plan to ride with someone
else to safety •

Closest Emergency

Cooling Centers:
Northern Community
Action Center
5225 York Road
Baltimore, MD 21212
(410) 396-6084

Zeta Senior Center
4501 Reisterstown Road
Baltimore, MD 21215
410-396-3535

Communications Committee Chair –
Cy Governs
communications@lakewalker.org
Citizens on Patrol Chair – Patti Gruber
COP@lakewalker.org
Newsletter Submissions –
newsletter@lakewalker.org
Newsletter Design – Darby Lassiter
darby.lassiter@verizon.net
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Master Plumber/Gas Fitter







Repair • Replacement • Repiping
Steam & Hot Water Heater • Remodeling



Lawrence Schumacher

Owner & Sole Operator
(t) 410-433-7475 (c) 443-255-8890
Licenced and Insured
Balto. City #5483 Baltimore Co #253-A

30+ Years Experience











Lucy Meyer Sarris

Realtor®
ABR®

Belma Guerra

e
n
i
m
Jaseaning
Cl

Housekeeping &
Party Assistant

(410) 823-2323 OFFICE
(410) 821-0377 FAX
(443) 421-1526 CELL
lmeyersarris@cbmove.com

Lake Walker References Available

410-800-7139
Local & Reasonable

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Owned And Operated
By NRT LLC.
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7402 York Rd
Baltimore, MD 21204

www.lakewalker.org

Northwood Cleanup

