LalSAa

By Jim PICckeTT

nother successful community cleanup took
place on the last Saturday in April. We spruced
up the Lake Walker sign in our community
garden by Walgreens: | darkened the letters
and Kim Munchel painted the posts. We sawed into pieces
and removed a large fallen tree limb. Many diligent workers
collected bags of trash and debris. One item was too large
for a bag: We found an abandoned, damaged motorcycle
in a grove of trees on the south side of Walker Ave. Workers
from the Department of Public Works brought a truck and
helped us load it, as well as the bags of trash. Thanks to this
cleanup crew: Marie McSweeney Anderson, Rob Bowen,
Cy Governs, Spence Holman, Ondrej & Valerie Klima,
Kim Munchel, Deb & Jim Pickett, Glenn Rabut, Meridith
Sandherr, and Meg Zimmerman.

We hope to see you at the Lake Walker Block Party
on Saturday, September 7! (Fun fact: It’s always the
first Saturday after Labor Day!) This event is open
to everyone in the neighborhood. Rumor has it we’ll
feature the musical talents of some of the younger
residents. If you'd like to help plan the event,

email Cy Governs at blockparty@lakewalker.org.
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Fall meeting

MAY

5/28 Greening Committee Meeting -

6 p.m., email greening@lakewalker.org for
details. Last Tues. of month from Feb-0ct.
Upcoming mtgs: 6/25, 7/30, 8/27.

JUNE

6/5 York Road Partnership Meeting —
7:15 p.m. Details on website. Recurring mtg
on first Wed. of every month: 7/3.

6/8 Community Yard Sale —

(Start whenever you want, we’ll advertise!)
6/15 LW Garden Tour — See page 3

for details.

6/16-6/22 Let It All Hang Out —

See page 2 for details.

AUGUST

8/6 National Night Out

8/10 Dumpster Day — Near the corner of
Hollen and Yorkshire. Get important info
on our website.

SEPTEMBER

9/7 Lake Walker Block Party

CHECK
LAKEWALKER.ORG

for the full 2024 schedule and

for updates to listed events!
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Native
Neighbors

BY TOM SCOLLINS

ake Walker residents are fortunate
L to live in a community with mature

trees, thoughtfully planted yards,
and environmentally minded neighbors. In
the quieter hours, you have probably seen
fox patrolling the streets or a raccoon
peering from the hollow of a tree. These
animals represent important links in a
relatively new — ecologically-speaking —
human-created habitat: the neighborhood.

Neighborhoods host a variety of common
and transient animal life like grey and pine
squirrels, fox, raccoon, opossum, and
snakes. Wildlife within neighborhoods

is often misunderstood or feared. Let

us highlight a few to dispel myths and
appreciate their role as our wild neighbors.

Grey squirrels, raccoon, and white-tailed
deer actually live in higher densities in
urban and suburban areas than they do
in wild areas. This is because they are
adaptable, eat a wide variety of foods,
and can den in human-made structures
as well as trees and burrows. (Higher
numbers of raccoons can become a
nuisance if they decide to den in your
chimney or attic!)

Raccoons are fascinating intelligent animals
that feed on everything from berries and
worms to fish, bird eggs and, of course,
our discarded leftovers. Females will nest
in dry hollow spaces of trees or buildings
in February through May and give birth to
a litter of two to six young. Raccoons are
excellent mothers, and once the young are
close to weaning, they will follow mom on
strolls around the neighborhood to learn
where the best foraging is.

Red foxes are another common sight

in our neighborhood as they patrol

the streets for road-killed squirrels or
discarded fast food. Common den sights
include burrows under brush piles,
decks or sheds. Red foxes are normally
nocturnal animals, however they (and
occasionally raccoons) can be seen during
the day, especially in the spring, as they
extend their foraging hours to consume
enough calories to feed their young back

in the den. Seeing one during daylight
hours is not in itself a cause for alarm.

We have several harmless, beneficial
slithering members of our community.
Native snakes in Lake Walker are not
venomous. Eastern rat snakes, garter
snakes, and the small slug-eating
northern brown snake are commonly
found around our homes and yards.
Occasionally snakes will find their way
into basements. They do this when they
are about to shed their skin, and need
a cool quiet place to lay low. They do
not stay long and cannot live inside of
homes for very long. These creatures
play a tremendous role in controlling
pest populations by feeding on rats,
mice, birds, frogs, and slugs — and they
themselves serve as food for hawks,
raccoons, and fox. The old adage is
true: a snake in your garden is a sign

of a healthy garden.

Keeping wildlife wild and healthy is our
responsibility. Never feed wild animals,
as this creates a dependence and
familiarity that usually ends badly for the
animal. Keep your trash cans secure and
attic vents and chimneys screened and
in good repair. Planting native plants,
encouraging mature tree canopies,

and limiting the use of pesticides

and herbicides goes a long way in
supporting a healthy neighborhood
habitat that will in turn naturally support
our wild, native neighbors.

Tom Scollins is a new-ish resident of Lake
Walker. He is a zoologist and licensed wildlife
control operator specializing in urban wildlife
and humane animal damage control.
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CPR
Class

Interested in learning CPR?

Email secretary@Ilakewalker.org to
express your interest. We’re considering
whether to hold it on a Saturday or
Sunday, so include your preference.
Cost and location is TBD.

Let It All
Hang Out

The Greening Committee
invites you to join in a fun
contest to support the
environment. If you don’t
already, hang your laundry
outside for one week in June
(16-22).

e Take a photo and send
it to Kim Munchel at
kimmunchel@gmail.com.

¢ Photos may be displayed
publicly (on the LW FB page or
at an event). So, maybe don’t
have it all hanging out...

(no undies, please!)

¢ The committee will award
a prize for the most ingenious
way to hang laundry. Tree
branch? Railing? Fence?

Get creative!

Why air dry? 10% of a typical
household’s energy use is from
the dryer. Air drying is better
for Mother Earth AND your
wallet! It will keep your house
cooler and reduce wear and
tear on your clothes, making
them last longer. In addition,
your clothes will SMELL
GREAT.

www.lakewalker.org
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2024 Directory

Reminder: We're reprinting the

Lake Walker directory. Get a new one at
the block party when you pay your dues.
Email directory@lakewalker.org to:

e \Verify the information we have for you.
e Update your information.

e Let us know that someone moved —
even if you don’t have info for the new residents.

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!

We invite you to submit your art for the cover. Artwork should
be in black and white and no more than approximately 4.5"

tall and 4" across. Drop off your submission to Cy Governs at
705 Gittings Ave. by no later than June 1. Include your name so
we may credit you!

Rain Doesn’t Bother
LW Gardeners

By Des PickeTT

Rain was forecast for the entire weekend of May 5. Humm,

to go ahead with the Plant Exchange or cancel? As Jim and |
looked out the window, we saw a few people lingering around
our gate. Gardeners! From then on, we knew it was a go. About
25 hardy souls showed up in what was less than desirable
weather to share plants, veggies, and gardening stories. They
came through our gate with wheelbarrows laden with plants,
unloaded, and filled with new plants. Tomato cages and a large
pot found new homes. The exchanges were made with nothing
leftover and everyone went home happy (we hope!)

Register now (scan the QR code to
access the registration form).

Saturday, June 15 | 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

We’'ll sell tickets ($5) at the corner of Yorkshire and
Cedarcroft Rds that morning. You will receive a map of the
route with your ticket. Proceeds support
Greening Committee activities.

Though we love them, pets are not welcome.

www.lakewalker.org

(? . Wednesday

¥ June 5
LWCA

7:30 p.m. ET
GENERAL MEETING

We hope to see you at our next LWCA general mtg,
which will be hybrid. Join us:

IN-PERSON: Mercy Court Church (at Weidner and Walker
Aves) allows us to use one of their basement meeting
rooms. You may park in the parking lot. Enter via the
Weidner Ave. entrance. The meeting room is directly across
from that door once you enter.

ONLINE: For security purposes, we are NOT publishing the
online access information here because the newsletter is
posted publicly on the Lake Walker website.

e |f you receive Lake Walker email alerts, you’ll receive the
access information within an alert ahead of the meeting.

e |f you don’t receive our email alerts, please email
communications@lakewalker.org to sign up or to get a
one-time email with the meeting access information.

We’ll share updates on the St. Pius green space. We invite
these groups to share updates and field

your questions: DPW, Baltimore City
Police, and City Councilperson
Mark Conway’s Office

Send questions to
president@lakewalker.org.
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LAKE WALKER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 11421, Baltimore, MD 21239-1391

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Ed Chupein, president@lakewalker.org

VICE PRESIDENT: Kelly Creighton,
vicepresident@I|akewalker.org

SECRETARY: Dan Ricks, secretary@Ilakewalker.org

TREASURER: Laura Sawczuk, treasurer@lakewalker.org
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Scantebook

p ) -
ANAI;IA'\;A(/

MASSAGE
THERAPY

By appointment only

6112 York Rd 2nd Floor
anahata.massage2017@gmail.com
304-685-1161

Instagram
@anahatamassagetherapy
www.theheartofmassge.com

Feeling Guilty

Need someone to let Fido out
while you're at work? Wanna make
sure Spot’s not lonely while you're
down de ocean, hon?

Call 410-967-3112 (email ekgraney@gmail.com) to
talk to Lake Walker's favorite dog walker.

OLIVE OILS-VINEGARS-COCKTAIL-GOURMET FOC

Sample cocktails
every Friday after
4pm.

tl'le

Seasone& Olive
the flavours of the World

519 E. Belvedere Avenue Baltimore, MD 21212
theseasonedolive@gmail.com

ek laddl 7 *

blFTS HOR EVERSOITE

521 E Belvedere Ave
Baltimore MD 21212
667-210-2097
lovethatbelvedere@gmail.com

SATURDAY
+ SamuRoar 21

TIMONIUM FAIRGROUNDS
MARYLAND

30* VENDOBS

12 & UNIJHI
REE!

&) TRIFECTAFESTIVALCOM 98ROCK

Lawrence Plumbing & Heating

Repair * Replacement ¢ Repiping
Steam & Hot Water Heater « Remodeling
Lawrence Schumacher

Owner & Sole Operator
(t) 410-433-7475 (c) 443-255-8890

Licenced and Insured
\Ba/to. City #5483 Baltimore Co #253-A

30+ Years Experience

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION DUES?

LWCA'’s dues year starts September 1.

Master Plumber/Gas Fitter

%

Dues are $10 per household and $5 for seniors. Dues help fund our newsletter, the block party, information-sharing efforts, neighborhood I
promotion, and advocacy with the city. Pay with Zelle or Paypal! Visit lakewalker.org/join for instructions. Or send a check to
Lake Walker Community Association, P.O. Box 11421, Baltimore, MD 21239-1391

Households who pay dues are entitled to receive the community directory. Please note (with your check or in the memo for online

payment) if you’d like a directory, and include this info:

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Email Address:
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