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calendarof events
OCTOBER 23

LWCA 
GENERAL  
MEETING
7:30 p.m. This meeting will take  

place in a hybrid format. See page 3 

for details. 

Check out 
lakewalker.org 

for the full 2024 schedule and for 
updates to listed events! 

  OCTOBER  
10/26  LAKE WALKER FALL CLEANUP
10:00 a.m. Meet at the corner of Cedarcroft 
and Yorkshire, details on page 2. 

  NOVEMBER  
11/21  BELVEDERE SQUARE GATHERING
Details on page 2.

  DECEMBER  
12/14  LAKE WALKER WINTER WALK
Details on page 2.

community association
FALL 2024 newsletter  

Lights in the Attic and  
Smiles on Faces
by Cy Governs

As in years past, we nervously watched the skies. I’d love a clear forecast someday, 
but this year’s “will it/won’t it/what is happening?” forecast brought out the best in 
the best people. I cherish the memories of people scrambling to help me cover (then 
uncover) the raffle table, of Ed Chupein sharing the latest radar update, of Michael 
Berkey thoughtfully adjusting the pop-up tents to account for the gathering rain,  
and so many more. The rain left as neighbors arrived and it was ON!  

This year’s block party featured the premiere performance by music phenomenon 
Lights in the Attic. The audience was rapt as these talented neighborhood artists 
covered crowd favorites like “Born in the USA” and “Imagine.” To the band: If “Life 
Is a Highway,” you’re sure gonna go far! We hope your travels bring you back to fair 
Lake Walker once in a while! (Don’t worry, folks — we already booked ‘em for 2025!) 

Congratulations to the chalk art contest winners and to Meridith S. for winning the 
Chili Cookoff! 

I’m always hesitant to list everyone to thank as I’ll inevitably leave someone out.  
But I’m still going to try: 

•	 I’m so grateful to the Block Party Committee for trying new ideas, reconsidering 
old ones, and putting in hard work to gather the raffle donations. (Keep in mind that 
sometimes the answer is no, so what’s on the table doesn’t fully represent their 
efforts.) And that’s all before the block party. During and after, they are instrumental 
in ensuring a fabulous day! THANK YOU Bill Burnham, Barb Dent, Kathryn Knight, 
Marita Manna, Martha Palmer, Deb and Jim Pickett, Kathy Scholl, Bruce Ziman,  
and Meg Zimmerman! 

•	 Thank you to our grill guys, Rob Bowen and Patrick Calligan. Thank you to Audrey 
Hopkins-Hale and Kim Munchel for the new-this-year kids’ activities. Thank you 
to Ed and Stephanie Chupein, Emily Perl, and Laura Sawczuk who collected more 
than $800 in dues and sold more than $700 in raffle tickets. Thank you to Bethany 
Ziman and Cyndi Ross for your efforts to ready the block for the party. And to 
EVERYONE who helped with set-up and clean up!! 

•	 Finally, THANK YOU to the generous vendors who donated raffle prizes.  
See a list on page 2.
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT
by Ed Chupein

I want to express my gratitude to all 
the neighbors who, over the last two 
years, have generously offered me 
and the board their time, support, 
and sage counsel. There are too 
many to name with the space 
available, so if I failed to say so in 
person, I’ll say it now: Thank you … 
we accomplished a lot, and it would 
have been impossible without you. 

When we were house-hunting 
in 2018, we were immediately 
captivated by the tree-lined streets 
and varied architecture, but what 
cemented our decision to move to 
Lake Walker was the impression 
that this was a diverse, caring, 
and responsible community. From 
trim, tidy yards to creative, wild 
native gardens, it all seemed to 
work. The profusion of lawn signs 
and flags suggested this was an 
open-minded, accepting place, 
while the handful of folks we briefly 
encountered seemed friendly and 
helpful. I can report that with one 
or two unfortunate exceptions, the 
last two years have confirmed for 
us that every one of those initial 
impressions was spot on. We’ll soon 
be installing a neighborhood sign 
with the seemingly simple message: 
Welcome to Lake Walker. But it’s 
not that simple, is it? It takes all of 
us, whether a member of the LWCA 
or not, to make those words actually 
mean something. I believe they do, 
and I’ve learned that most of you  
do too.

I enjoyed meeting so many of 
you that I might not otherwise 
have. I plan to stay involved with 
the Greening Committee and I 
encourage you to get involved. 
There are no expectations; we’ll 
accept as much or as little time 
and effort as you’re able to give. If 
you’d like more information, you can 
reach any of the board members or 
committee chairs through the Lake 
Walker website.  

Again, my sincere thanks.  Cheers!

Upcoming Events 
NOVEMBER BELVEDERE SQUARE GATHERING
by Cy Governs

Mark your calendars for the evening of November 21! The Lake Walker Community 
Association (LWCA) is planning another social gathering at Belvedere Square. We’re 
hoping to have a special holiday shopping hour for you at some of the stores and then 
we’ll gather informally in the Grand Cru seating area to kick off the holiday season. 
We’ll share more details in an email alert closer to the day. Email communications@
lakewalker.org to sign up for our infrequent LWCA email alerts.

HOPE YOU CAN MAKE IT TO THE FALL CLEANUP! 
By Jim Pickett and Kathryn Knight

Autumn is here... and we need your help in keeping our neighborhood beautiful! The  
fall clean-up will take place on Saturday, October 26. We'll meet at the Lake Walker  
sign in our community garden near Walgreens (Walker and York Rds.) at 10 a.m. It  
typically takes about one hour. We’ll provide trash bags and grabbers. All you need  
to do is show up with a pair of work gloves. 

Come help share Lake Walker's best wishes! This year's fall clean-up will include the 
installation of our own wishing tree. During the Block Party, we invited neighbors to 
design tags communicating their hopes for the future. Hope you can join us to help 
hang the wishes and spread goodwill!

Put this fun event on your calendar right now!

JOIN US FOR THE LAKE WALKER WINTER WALK! 
by Audrey Hopkins-Hale

Do you love the winter holidays with your friends? Are your 
holiday lights the envy of the Whoo family? Do you enjoy crafts 
with children of all ages? If so, the Families Committee needs  
you! LWCA is planning our second yearly Lake Walker Winter 
Walk, a festive winter-themed walk with stops at specific 
neighbors' yards (porches/driveways, as applicable) for fun, 
wintery activities. We might even attract a special guest again! 

We're planning this event for the afternoon and evening of 
December 14, but we need some elves! If you’re interested in hosting a stop, email 
Audrey at families@lakewalker.org. She’s happy to provide guidance and brainstorm 
activities with you. 

THANK YOU RAFFLE PRIZE DONORS!
These businesses donated prizes for the Block Party raffle. They also make living here great — many are 
owned by our neighbors (look for *). Keep them in mind when you don’t feel like cooking, need to find that 
perfect gift, or could use an expert. 

24/7 Entertainment*
Anahata Massage
Atwater's
Ayd Hardware
Clark Burger*
Dustin Majewski* (AB& 
CO Realtors brokerage - 
the Balcerzak Group)
Edge of Charm AirBNB*

Eliza Graney* (Feeling 
Guilty pet care)
Green Fields Nursery
Heritage Smokehouse*
Kenilworth Wine & 
Spirits
Laura Sawczuk 
Wreaths*
Lawrence Plumbing  
& Heating*

Love That
Maggie Moore Studios* 
Michael Berkey, Esq., 
CPA*
Nana Baltimore*
Neopol Savory Smokery
Pono Taco*
Sherwood Auto Service
Smyth Jewelers
 

Stoneleigh Lanes 
Bowling
Swallow at the Hollow
The Broken Plate Co.*
The Charmery
The Pizza Trust *
The Seasoned Olive*
The Senator Theatre
Vito's
Wells Discount Liquors

Thank you also to the neighbors who contributed to the two gift baskets!
*A Lake Walker neighbor owns or plays a major role in this business
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Ed Chupein,  
president@lakewalker.org 

VICE-PRESIDENT:  
Kelly Creighton,  
vicepresident@lakewalker.org

SECRETARY: Dan Ricks,  
secretary@lakewalker.org

TREASURER: Laura Sawczuk,  
treasurer@lakewalker.org  

LAKE WALKER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 11421, Baltimore, MD 21239Our next general meeting will be hybrid: 

In-person: Mercy Court Church (at the Weidner and Walker Aves) has generously offered us the use 
of one of their basement meeting rooms. You may park in the parking lot. Enter via the Weidner Ave. 
entrance. The meeting room is directly across from that door once you enter.

Online: For security purposes, we are NOT publishing the online access information here because the 
newsletter is posted publicly on the Lake Walker website.

• If you are already signed up to receive Lake Walker email alerts, you’ll receive an email with the 
access information within a week of the meeting. 

• If you’re not signed up for Lake Walker email alerts, please email communications@lakewalker.org 
to either sign up or to get a one-time email with the meeting access information.

• We are not checking the vaccination status of attendees, nor are we requiring masks.

LWCA General Meeting
Wednesday, October 23 | 7:30–9 p.m. ET Hybrid

PET PORTRAIT 
PRODUCERS 
NEEDED 
by Dan Ricks

Calling all artists! LWCA is hosting a 
pet portrait fundraiser. If you love to 
draw, paint, sketch, or reimagine, we 
need you! Our neighbors will submit 
photos of their pets, and you can 
choose the pets you would like to 
represent artistically. We will supply 
the paper! 

Interested?  
Email secretary@lakewalker.org.

LWCA GENERAL ELECTION BALLOT 
Dues payers will vote during the October 23 General Meeting. If you cannot 
attend the meeting, you can mail an absentee ballot to: LWCA P.O. Box 11421, 
Baltimore, MD 21239. We must receive it by October 22. 

YOU MUST BE A CURRENT LWCA DUES PAYER TO VOTE. The LWCA dues year 
runs from September 1–August 31, to correspond with the Block Party and the 
October annual election of board officers. Dues are $10/household ($5 for seniors). 
Pay via Zelle or PayPal. Visit lakewalker.org/lwca/join (or see the back page) for 
details and instructions on how to pay electronically. Or send a check to the address 
above. You'll see that some of our officers are running for a second term, and we are 
still looking for someone to run for Secretary. To nominate yourself, or learn what’s 
involved, contact president@lakewalker.org.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________ 

President  Dan Ricks    Write-in ____________________________________________ 

Vice President  Kelly Creighton    Write-in ___________________________________ 

Secretary  Write-in _________________________________________________________ 

Treasurer  Laura Sawczuk    Write-in _______________________________________ 

AGENDA FOR OCTOBER 23
•	 A year-end round up of our community 

accomplishments

•	 Plans for 2025 including ideas to revamp the 
meeting format and schedule and introduce more 
opportunity for socializing. We would love to hear 
your ideas! 

•	 We will also invite these groups to share updates 
and field your questions: DPW, Baltimore City 
Police, and City Councilperson Mark Conway’s 
office. (If you can’t make it, send your questions 
and ideas to president@lakewalker.org.)

•	 LWCA General Elections

cgove
Cross-Out
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Master Plumber/Gas Fitter
Repair • Replacement • Repiping

Steam & Hot Water Heater • Remodeling

Lawrence Schumacher
Owner & Sole Operator

(t) 410-433-7475 (c) 443-255-8890

Licenced and Insured 	 30+ Years Experience
Balto. City #5483 Baltimore Co #253-A

Olive Oils-Vinegars-Cocktail-Gourmet Food-Gifts-More

519 E. Belvedere Avenue  Baltimore, MD 21212
theseasonedolive@gmail.com

Sample cocktails
every Friday after

4pm.

Friday Night
 Mixers

Reach more than 700 households
ADVERTISE IN THE 

Contact: newsletter@lakewalker.org

N E W S L E T T E R

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION DUES?
LWCA’s dues year starts September 1.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Dues are $10 per household and $5 for seniors. Dues help fund our newsletter, the block party, information-sharing efforts, neighborhood 
promotion, and advocacy with the city. Pay with Zelle or Paypal! Visit lakewalker.org/join for instructions. Or send a check to Lake 
Walker Community Association, P.O. Box 11421, Baltimore, MD 21239 Households who pay dues are entitled to receive the community 
directory. Please note (with your check or in the memo for online payment) if you’d like a directory, and include this info: 

Fall layout by J.Spence Holman
From designs to drawings, from decisions to dad jokes:

jspenceholman.com


