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calendarof eventsMAY

LWCA 
General Meeting

Wednesday 

May 30, 2012 –  7:30 pm 

Arbor Oaks Meeting Room

See Page 2 for the location and agenda.

Please bring non-perishable canned 

food for the CARES food pantry.

5/23 LWCA CoP Walk – 7 pm Meet at the 
intersection of Cedarcroft and Yorkshire; weather 
permitting (cancellations will be on the forum)

  

6/2 Special work party for Lake Walker 
community space – see article on page 2

6/6  York road Partnership Meeting –  
7:15 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, 5502 York Road, 
parking and entrance in the rear of the church. 
Recurring mtg on first Wed. of every month.  

6/9  LWCA Yard sale — see article on page 2

7/18 Northern Police District Meeting – 
7 pm at the Northern District Police 
Headquarters, 2201 W. Cold Spring Lane (just 
west of I-83 on your left).Questions? Call 
Officers Jon Walter or Doug Gibson at 
410-367-8491. Recurring mtg on third Wed. of 
every OTHER month: 9/19

8/18 Dumpster Day

9/8 20th annual Lake Walker Block Party! 

July

August

September

• • •
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another Productive 
Work Party
By Jim Pickett

Saturday, April 17, was a beautiful spring morning, and lots of 
volunteers turned out to participate in Lake Walker’s contribution 
to the Mayor’s Spring Cleanup. We picked up trash and debris, 
of which there wasn’t all that much, thanks to the Clearspring 

residents having done so over the winter months. We also erected another 
stretch of wire fencing along the south side of Walker Avenue in hopes of 
preventing trash from blowing into the adjacent woods. Many thanks to the 
following neighbors who generously donated an hour or so for the benefit of 
our wonderful community: Jim Bersani, 
anne Dale, Mary Dillon, Cy Governs, 
Darby Lassiter, Martha, Maddie & John 
(PopPop) Maras, Deb & Jim Pickett, Matt 
Smitheman and John Swivel. 
 (editor’s note: I’ve received requests 
to acknowledge the year-round cleanup 
work of a couple of the participants. Darby 
Lassiter and her family often clean up 
the green space along Walker. She’s even 
inspired other Clearspring residents to join 
her. And, according to a grateful observer, 
John Swivel has been “single-handedly 
keeping Northwood Drive litter-free for 

June

(Continued on page 2)
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General Meeting 
Location & Agenda 
Please attend the spring meeting at 
7:30 pm on Wed. May 30, in the Arbor 
Oaks Meeting Room. The address is 
813 Lenton Ave., south of Lake Ave. 
Lenton is opposite where Highwood 
ends at Lake. Bear left on Lenton. The 
meeting room is at the far end of the 
apartments where there is a small 
parking area.
 Stay tuned to the forum for the 
agenda! 

May 30years.” He also keeps on top of street 
lighting and other quality of life issues 
in the area, quickly reporting them and 
making sure problems are fixed. We thank 
John, the Lassiters and all the unsung 
heroes that keep Lake Walker clean!) 
 And finally, we decided that the two 
trees that flank both sides of the Lake 
Walker sign have grown much too big for 
that space. There will be a special work 
party on Saturday, June 2, from 10 to 

11 am for the specific purpose of cutting 
down those trees, digging out the stumps, 
and planting more appropriate greenery. 
If you have a chainsaw, and/or can help 
with this project, please call Jim or Deb 
Pickett at 410-433-5257. •

The Block 
Party’s Coming! 
By Jim Pickett and cy Governs

The date: Saturday, September 
8. Put it on your calendar right 
now, because this is shaping 
up to be one of the best ever!  

Block party captain Jim Pickett and 
Lake Walker Community Association 
President Kathy Brohawn worked hard 
on an application for a $500 grant and 
we found out two weeks ago that we won 
it. Thanks to MECU, the Mayor’s Office 
and the Baltimore Office of Promotion 
and The Arts, but especially thanks to 
Kathy and Jim for pulling this together!
 We have learned that our former 
neighbor, Brad Price, who performed at 
last year’s event and kick-started Miranda 
Lassiter’s singing career, will return for 
another open-mic performance. But… we 
still need your help. We need volunteers 
for the Block Party Committee. It’s a 
finite commitment: four or five meetings 
between now and September, a little 
legwork and some begging. That’s 
it. If you can help, please call Jim or 
Deb Pickett — 410-433-5257. We’re 
counting on you! •

Mulch 
Into Summer
By Lisa sachs

Late spring and early summer are the best 
times to mulch. If you apply mulch too early in the season 
(when it is cold), it can stunt the growth of most vegetables and flowering 
plants. Hopefully this article can shed some light on the process.

 What exactly is mulch?  It is a protective material that helps retain moisture, prevent weeds, 
reduce erosion, and maintain normal to warmer soil temperatures. Mulching in your garden 
beds is like mimicking what happens in nature in the forest when leaves fall to the ground. 
 The most common types of mulch used in our neighborhood are: shredded hardwood, 
bark nuggets, or wood chips. There are many other types that could be considered 
depending on the location and application: grass clippings, whole leaves, shredded leaves, 
hay, straw, saw dust, shredded newspaper, cardboard, or horse and cow manure. Most of 
these alternative types of mulch mentioned above are applied as sheet composting and 
should only be applied when fully composted. Otherwise, it could cause phytotoxicity, 
which is toxic to plant growth and can cause fungus growth and even death in mature trees.
 In areas where you don’t want any growth, and just want to have a plant-free 
decorative area, small stones, rocks, gravel, shells, ground glass and even rubber mulch 
can be used. Sometimes, in cooler climate, these types are better in the garden because 
they retain more heat after the sun goes down which will extend the growing season.
 In Baltimore, late spring, and early summer are the best times to mulch because 
ground and soil temperatures are warmer. Application of mulch at peak temperatures 
will maintain higher soil temperature, protecting your plants from drought, and 
extending your growing season further into late fall. •
www.charmcitygardenclub.com

This year’s community yard sale on June 9 
will include a LWCA-sponsored table: proceeds 
will go to the LWCA and help offset the printing 
costs for the newsletter and directories and the 
administrative costs associated with LWCA events. 
 Please notify LWCA vice president Elaine 
Dietz at either 410-435-4113 or vicepresident@
lakewalker.org: if you intend to participate in the 
community yard sale, wish to donate items to the 
LWCA table and/or can help post signs around the 
neighborhood. •.

YArD 
SALE
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May 30

Communications 
Committee
The communications committee will reconvene 
this summer to discuss website updates, 
social media policy and how we can best 
communicate with Lake Walker residents. 
If you’re interested in participating, please 
contact Cy Governs at  
communications@lakewalker.org or 
410-433-1309. 

Winter Fiesta 
is a Wrap…
or Maybe a 
Quesadilla?
By cy Governs

Dozens of residents 
gathered at Zen West 
for another successful Lake Walker Winter Fiesta. The 
mild winter meant taking advantage of patio seating. 

Lake Walker children played together as their parents looked on. 
Neighbors conversed and mingled over margaritas and quesadillas. 
The sight of former residents Joan and Bob Browne sharing a table 
with the young family that moved into their house exemplifies why 
we have these kinds of events.   
 Thank you to the LWCA board for making this such a success! 
President Kathy Brohawn and Vice President Elaine Dietz 
congratulated and acknowledged the hard work of previous board 
members Eileen Gwin, Cy Governs and Debbie Weinberg. They also 
recognized Jim and Deb Picketts’ hard work on the block party for the 
past two decades. We thank Bob Whitby for compiling the slideshow 
to which he and Mike Boardman contributed photos. We’d also like to 
thank Zen West’s owner, Po Chang, and staff — especially Lynn who 
has helped us organize this successful event for many years. •  

  Neighbors in the News

Congratulations to 
Many of Our Neighbors!

Cameraman and 
photographer 
JOhN CaSSiNi 
of Gittings Ave. 

assistant produced the WBAL 
documentary “Rebounding 
from Loss” which profiled a 
Curtis Bay high school basketball 
team struggling with the loss of a star 
athlete and honor student killed by gunfire. 
The 30-minute documentary beautifully captures an 
important story that might have otherwise gotten lost. It 
is viewable in its entirety on WBAL’s website: wbaltv.com. 

aLEx hEiLNEr of Hollen Ave. received the Mary 
Sawyers Baker Artist Award for his aerial photographs 
of the U.S. and Dubai “that transform and abstract the 
landscape.” See some of his impressive work at www.
bakerartistawards.org. Alex is a multi-disciplinary artist 
who is associate dean for design and media at MICA 
where he also teaches photography.  

Former LWCA president and current York Road Partnership 
(YRP) vice president EiLEEN GWiN received a promotion 
of sorts at YRP when she was recently elected president. 
Eileen’s work with the Northern District on the college 
house program continues to benefit communities along the 
York Road corridor. The relationships she established led to 
last month’s successful Public Safety Summit.  

If you know a neighbor who’s been in the news, please 
send to newsletter@lakewalker.org! •

Lake Walker Directory
By Cy Governs

To make sure that the new directory is ready to distribute at 
this year’s Block Party, we need everyone’s help. 
    Diana Bersani and I will be gathering updates. Please 
note — it’s helpful for us to know that 

someone has moved even if you don’t have the 
new residents’ information! 
Submit changes by:

•	 EMaiL: newsletter@lakewalker.org 
•	 PhONE: Call Diana at 410-323-9087
•	 MaiL: Diana Bersani, 
 6303 Weidner Ave., 21212  
 (You can use the dues form in this 
 newsletter)

if you’ve moved to the community since the 
summer of 2010…please contact us so we can add you. if you 
are a block captain... please help us gather updated info! If you are 
unable to do so, please contact a board member and let them know. 
if you know of a residence where the info is incorrect, or needs to be 
updated…contact us! if you would like to advertise your business 
in the directory…contact us. if you are a kid who babysits, mows 
lawns, does yard work or odd jobs and would like to get a free ad…
contact us! •
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Lucy Meyer SarriS
RealtoR®
aBR®

(410) 823-2323 oFFICe
(410) 821-0377 FaX
(443) 421-1526 Cell
lmeyersarris@cbmove.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
7402 York Rd
Baltimore, MD 21204

Owned And Operated 
By NRT LLC.

Have You paid your 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION DUES? 

Please send payments to Lake Walker Community Assn, PO Box 11391,  
Baltimore, MD 21239-1391 or drop off to Kelly Gilmartin at 817 Cedarcroft. 
Please make sure checks are made out to LWCA. $10 per household,  
$5 for seniors.

Name: ____________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone:  _________________________________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________

LWCA dues cover the cost of printing this newsletter four times 
each year, which is written, designed and distributed by volunteers. 
Dues cover the maintenance costs associated with the lakewalker.
org website. Dues also help cover the costs associated with the 
Annual Block Party (only if raffle revenues do not exceed cost), the 
Winter Fiesta, administrative costs associated with other events 
(e.g., signage for the community yard sale) and organizational 
donations as voted upon by LWCA members. 
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Reach more than 700 households

                      Advertise in the 

email: newsletter@lakewalker.org

N E W S L E T T E R

Lake Walker
Community Association
PO Box 11391
Baltimore, MD 21239-1391

offICErS
President –  Kathy Brohawn
410-433-9169
president@lakewalker.org

Block Party Chair – Jim Pickett 
blockparty@lakewalker.org

Communications Committee Chair –  
Cy Governs 
communications@lakewalker.org

Citizens on Patrol Chair –  
Brian Dietz 
COP@lakewalker.org

Newsletter Submissions – 
newsletter@lakewalker.org

Newsletter Design – Darby Lassiter 
darby.lassiter@verizon.net
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WalkerLake
   alker Vice President – Elaine Dietz

410-435-4113
vicepresident@lakewalker.org 
Treasurer – Kelly Gilmartin
410-693-9279
treasurer@lakewalker.org

Secretary – rachel Smitheman
secretary@lakewalker.org

CoMMITTEES
Block Captain Chair – Jim Pickett 
410-433-5257 
blockcaptain@lakewalker.org


